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DISTRICT ATTORNEY JACK THORP ANNOUNCES CHARGES IN 

DEATH OF SHERIFF’S FATHER 
 

An admission from the suspect in the suspicious death of an Oklahoma sheriff’s father leads to a 

first-degree murder charge. 

 

District Attorney Jack Thorp has charged Richard Don (Ricky) Rainwater with first-degree 

Murder – malice aforethought, first-degree Robbery and Larceny of a Motor Vehicle in 

Cherokee County Court. 

 

According to the investigation, Rainwater allegedly admitted to “strangling the life out of an 

innocent man,” said Thorp of Rainwater’s jailhouse admission to investigators.  “He admitted to 

stealing Mr. Lane’s belongings and fleeing out of state.  Though it will never bring Larry Lane 

back, we intend to pursue justice to the fullest extent of the law, to hopefully give his family 

some small measure of peace.” 

 

Rainwater was arrested by Memphis police officers on Monday after Cherokee County, 

Sequoyah County and OSBI investigators tracked receipts from Lane’s stolen credit card across 

two states.  Lane’s stolen pickup truck was discovered in West Memphis, Arkansas, and officers 

found him in a Memphis mental health facility where he admitted himself, Thorp said. 

 

“Cherokee and Sequoyah County deputies and agents with the Oklahoma State Bureau of 

Investigation have worked around the clock, scouring three states,” Thorp said.  “Their tireless 

work finally paid off, and Rainwater is back in Oklahoma.” 

 

Investigators tied Rainwater to the crime scene through a vehicle he had borrowed and not 

returned from Vian, Oklahoma.  Sequoyah County authorities issued an arrest warrant based on 

the illegal use of that vehicle. 

 



Rainwater was booked into the Shelby County, Tennessee, detention center on a complaint of 

unauthorized use of a motor vehicle. 

 

“Our office extends our formal condolences to Sheriff Larry Lane and his family.” 

 

Lane was sworn in as sheriff in January of 2017 after serving as a narcotics officer with the 

Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office. 
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